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Caption Competition 
 
 

 
 

A bottle of wine for the winner 
 

Last issue’s Competition Winner 
 

 
 

“You haven’t really got any film in that thing, have you?” 

Maurice Pinner                                                    n.b. Freedom 

 
 



 

Editor’s Wotsits 
 

 
Well, that was Summer and Autumn is here again, much quicker than we 
expected. Is it a sign of old age when seasons seem to whizz round like a 
carousel? Still, Fair Rosamund managed to get away from the bank and 
visit a few rallies, so that was fun. 
 
The Volunteer Hours Scheme, introduced in August, has got off to a very 
good start, with many people signing up for tasks, some of which have 
already been completed. With the majority of boats heading back into the 
Basin for winter I’m sure it will only get better, and the Trust will benefit as 
well as those who are joining in. 
 
I’m really pleased with the number of people who have taken the time to 
sit down and put their thoughts on paper (or into the ether!) to contribute 
to Interchange. It’s really becoming a representative magazine with 
space for everyone, which is the way it should be. Please remember that 
your opinion is as valuable as anyone else’s, and we can only benefit 
from discussing each other’s points of view. 
 
We have some really interesting articles, a super warming recipe and 
some great reports on the fun and frolics had by our cruising contingent 
this summer. Don’t forget we host the IWA meetings from October 
onwards, and all CCT members are welcome. It’s usually a good night 
with an interesting talk. Also the events diary for the Cabin is filling up – 
watch the window for dates and times. 
 
Jeni Hatton               n.b. Fair Rosamund 

 
Editorial Policy 

Articles will only be edited for grammar and spelling. 
All articles submitted with a name will be published unless they are of tone or content which might be 

offensive or contentious. Any content published cannot be taken to be the view of the Governing 
Council or the Editor 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Front cover photo: Harvest Festival   Library pictures 

RECYCLING BINS 
PLEASE NOTE: we have a bin for paper and cardboard, one for 
mixed glass and one for metal and aluminium cans and plastic 
bottles. We can’t take other plastic containers or sheet plastic - 

SORRY 



 
Birmingham’s Ice Cream King 

 
There has been a sombre cloud descended over the whole Birmingham 
Canal network. One of its regular vendors along the towpath has been 
found dead on the floor of his Narrowboat. However, the police say that 
foul play has been completely ruled out. Giuseppe Mussolini was an ex-
pat Italian prisoner of war who stayed on in England after the war to start 
an Italian ice cream business. It gradually turned into a well-respected 
family business supplying families alongside the canal network. 
 
Giuseppe had a regular round in his boat for many years. But on high 
days and holidays he was to be found in the Gas Street area. Children 
had grown up knowing the delights of wonderful Italian style home-made 
Ice cream, which was as popular as the good old Italian suits of the same 
era. Their children had also grown up to enjoy the delights of Giuseppe's 
skills. Giuseppe was credited with inventing the well-known '99' cornet 
which comes with another popular Birmingham treat, a Cadbury dairy 
flake, inserted.  
 
The coroner has ruled that Giuseppe had committed suicide while the 
balance of his mind was disturbed. He was discovered laid with his arms 
folded across his chest. His body was covered in red and green syrup 
juice and with a sprinkling of crushed nuts and hundreds and thousands 
scattered all around. The coroner said that it was perfectly clear that 
Giuseppe had topped himself. 
 
Mike Fitzgibbons    n.b Rose of Arden 

 
Just a little word………. 

 
Due to some thoughtless people going out cruising and not leaving 
their cars in a sensible place, we have to remind everyone to park 

on the Car Park (the clue’s in the name!) when going out for a break 
or a holiday. Otherwise the inconvenience caused can break up the 

harmony of our normal existence. 
 

Thank you for your consideration 
 



Chairman’s Ramblings 
 

Well, the plan was to write these ramblings at the Black Country Boating Festival but I 
was somewhat distracted with the 2nd bar and stage being right by our boat, and 
failed again. 
I have to say that, for the 30th event, Paddy and the team excelled themselves. The 
site was heaving both days. 
Spending some time on our stand really brought home how far the Trust has come, 
from creating a base to ensure the Dudley No2 Canal had boat traffic to our current 
projects to work with young people. 
I am sure later in this issue there will be an update on the Duke of Edinburgh boat trips 
which have been a great success. Thanks to Gill, Caroline & Mick for their hard work in 
organising this, and to the boat crews for their time helping out. 
The Moorer Volunteer Scheme is under way and, if nothing else, more people are 
getting involved and hopefully enjoying themselves. 
We have also been working with local volunteer groups on several projects, tidying 
along the canal and around the basin. 
Beyond the Stank is still in the legal stage, but when this is complete we will need to 
form a steering group. Please indicate if you wish to be involved with this. 
 
It's looking very like we will be back on track for an AGM prior to Christmas this year, 
so I hope to speak to you again soon. 
 
Please read on to hear about all that has been going on since the last issue. 
 

Richard  

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

SKILLS DAY ON 29TH JULY 
 

I walked into the club house at about 11.30 am on the morning of 29th July and 
it was silent, despite the fact that we had the first of our Skills Workshops 
running. 18 children aged between 8 and14 years old had their heads down and 
were totally absorbed in what they were doing.  

 

 
 

The day had been organised as part of our Youth Programme and, as a result of 
members being willing to give their time voluntarily to run the day, we were 
able to offer the children a chance to learn some basic boat skills such as rag 
rug making, scumbling, rope work, spider web embroidery and boat art.  
 

 



 
What was amazing about the day was how much the children achieved and 
how hard they worked. Mick, our youth worker, did some getting-to-know you 
games to begin with, although some of the children had met at previous 
events. Skipping featured again, as we have discovered that most children do 
not know how to skip!!! 

 

 

 
The day was a huge success thanks to the volunteers……Ivor Chambers, Adrian 
Smith. Pat Walker, John and Janet Hadley and Julie Tonkin who ran the 
workshops and to Donna, Lucy and Wendy who gave their time to help with the 
day. 
 
So many of the adults who saw what was going on wanted to join in so it is 
hoped that some similar events will run in the Club House over the 
winter………..watch for news from Jeni. 
 

 
Gill Reynolds                                      n.b. Alchemy 

 
 

* * * * * * * * * * 
 
 
 



The DODGEY Cruise 2015 (Cont.) 
 

Continuing on from my last contribution, ‘Dodgey’ left High Lane after replenishing 
food stocks and most importantly drink stocks and headed down the Marple flight. 
With no boats coming up and one going down in front of me it was Sod’s Law that I 
had to fill every lock before I could enter. Anyway, once moored up at the bottom the 
small nightcap went down rather well.  
Next morning I saw a first for me as a turtle was swimming in the canal. Later talking to 
locals it seems this creature had appeared within the last couple of weeks and was 
now becoming something of a celebrity. Next day I started my ascent of the 
Huddersfield Narrow. Having been warned not to stop in Stalybridge overnight, I made 
sure that I was well past before stopping. Here came the first problem, couldn’t get 
near the bank. Having negotiated 19 locks and covered only seven miles I just run 
aground and stopped.  
Next day I just went as far as Uppermills, where there was decent mooring so I stayed 
a couple of days. Trouble was it rained and rained and…. As I got to the summit Keith 
came and joined me so that he could say that he had been through the Standedge 
Tunnel. As there was not much traffic we were allowed through earlier than planned 
and, with the assistance of CRT staff, we were through in exactly two hours. If you 
haven’t done it, it’s a must. The journey down the other side had its ups and downs, 
with a lot of water at the top end but very little at the bottom. In fact, running aground 
was the order of the day. As we tried to fill one lock in Huddersfield it was running out 
faster than it was going in. To get the last couple of inches took forever and a day. 
Keith left as we got to the Huddersfield Broad and I proceeded on my own once again 
to my next stopover at Mirfield.  
A couple of weeks later, on leaving Mirfield, I proceeded through Wakefield and on to 
Leeds via the rivers Hebble, Calder and Aire. I did not meet any of the 800 ton barges 
on the Aire but the locks are big. Dodgey looked rather puny all on her own in those 
massive structures. I calculated that each one would hold twelve Dodgeys. At least I 
only had to push buttons instead of winding paddles. Once in Leeds I moored right in 
the centre for a couple of days. Whilst here, I was advised that on leaving not to stop 
until I reached Rodley, as there was a possibility of yobs along the section. When I left 
Leeds it was raining steadily and continued for the rest of the day. As I approached 
Rodley I came across a volunteer who worked a couple of locks for me. I asked him 
what all the fuss was about regarding vandals as I had not seen one. In a happy voice 
he said that as it was raining they were all in the town shoplifting where they kept nice 
and dry. He also told me that, in his words, “you must want your bloody head testing if 
you are crossing the Leeds /Liverpool on your own”.  
As it turns out the numerous swing bridges do not present too much of a problem. 
However the worst ones are the ones that are hydraulically controlled where a major 
road crosses. Why on earth did they put the controls on the opposite side instead of 



the towpath side?  If there is a reason perhaps someone could tell me. They are not 
impossible if one is single handed but it is difficult and some motorists do get rather 
irate if they have to wait a long time. In fact one did get out of his car and do the 
controls for me.  
The next obstacle was the infamous Bingley three and five Rises. Here I paired up with 
another boat and, within a couple of hours, the CRT lock keepers had us up at the top. 
It was here I spent another couple of days while I went off exploring. From there it was 
a steady run into Skipton where I left the boat for a week whilst I went back home. At 
the moment I have returned to Dodgey and spent a few days doing the touristy bit in 
the local area. I even did the Settle / Carlisle Railway although I couldn’t see much as, 
yes, it was pouring with rain. I will be leaving here in the next couple of days for my 
next leg over the summit towards the Wigan 21. Oh, and yes, Tony, the repair is fine. 
 
Alan (aka ‘1066’) Ross                                                                          n.b. Dodgey  

Recipes 
This is best done in a single wok. It is easy to vary, contains no bad fats, little carbs, and 
tastes pretty good. Better still, it can be knocked up in 10 mins. Great after a long day's 
cruise. 
 
Ingredients: 
Spring onions, around 2 per person                 Salmon steaks, 1 per person 
Double or single cream, around half a cup per person      3 eggs per person 
Sea salt       Black pepper       Butter 
 
Put wok on low heat, it is important not to overheat fats while cooking. 
Chop spring onions and add to wok with about 1oz of butter per person. 
Cook slowly until softish, around 3 or 4 mins. Cut up salmon while this is going one, 
and break eggs into a bowl and whisk with the double cream and salt and pepper. Do 
not use table salt, it is not good. 
Once onions are softish, put salmon pieces into the wok and cook for a couple of mins, 
salmon takes little cooking. Add beaten eggs and continue to cook until almost set, 
turning mixture frequently. Serve while mixture is cooked but soft for best taste. 
 
Variations: 
You can add finely chopped peppers, or small florets of broccoli with the spring onions. 
I always add garlic, but that's up to you! 
 
Maurice Pinner           n.b. Freedom 
 



Coombeswood Canal Company Shop 

If you’re planning a big job on your boat, winterising or repairing, or going 
up the slipway, think ahead and let us know what you will need. We’ll 

make sure it’s in stock for when you need it, and it will probably be cheap 
as chips, too! Have a browse next time you’re at the Basin – you’ll be 

amazed at what we’ve got and what we can get! Batteries, leisure and 
starter, now available at discount for multiple orders 

Your shop will always do the best for YOU. 

Work Party Rumblings 
 

The bridge painting planned for the work party on 28
th

 June and again on 26
th

 

July both had to be abandoned due to rain. So, a change of plan, and 28
th

 June 

saw us collecting floating rubbish along the route to Rowley Stop where we had 

a session with the grappling hooks to fetch out two tyres, one complete with road 

wheel. This was very heavy to lift out of the canal because it was full of water. 

We painted out graffiti on the underside of Bull Field Bridge and Coombeswood 

Foot Bridge. 
 

28
th

 July saw a change of plan again, due to rain, so we cut down the tree 

growing out of the towpath by Old Hill Colliery Basin, that brushes on the off 

side by Smiths Bridge and was obscuring the approach to the bridge with a full 

length boat, also clearing the large branch which had come down over the 

towpath by Waterfall Lane Bridge. All this was collected and put into the joey 

boat on the return trip. This is now waiting for CRT to clear when the boat is 

full. 
  
 A big “thank you” to all the people who volunteered and turned out to help in 

the rain. 
 

Next work parties are planned for:   

26
th

 October  

15
th

 November  

29
th

 November  

20
th

 December. 

 

If the weather is dry we will try to paint Gosty Bridge on 26
th

 October. Further 

information to follow nearer each work party time – watch the Cabin window. 
 
Ivor Chambers                                                                Work Party Organiser 



Mayhem on The River Nene  
 

On 10th June we met up with our very good friends Judy and Steve on n.b. BRIGHT 
WATER, to begin our cruise down the Nene. 
 
On day 3, as we approached Woodford lock, we encountered an altercation between 
two swans. Never before had we witnessed such a brutal swan fight.  It would 
undoubtedly have been a battle to the death if our chaps hadn't intervened. Should we 
interfere with nature? I don't really know, but we couldn't ignore such brutality right 
on our door step. The outcome - the victim managed to get into the lock with us and 
escaped downstream endeavouring to reinstate his pride.  
 

                               
 

 
 

Our journey on the Nene was blessed with daily flying displays by Red Kites which were 
in abundance, but only a couple of buzzards. A joy to behold. Whilst on the River Great 
Ouse we were delighted by a host of Great Crested Grebes, many with young which 
they carry on their backs - sooooo cute. We even saw one grebe still sitting on her nest 
and as we passed a tiny head popped up between her wings. Is this something they do 
automatically as they hatch? Is there anyone out there who can let us know? 



We also spotted a few Egrets and one Whooper Swan. According to our bird book 
neither of these species should be in this country at this time of year - so weren't we 
lucky.  
The New Bedford River is tidal and meets the Great Ouse at Earith, where seals are 
very often seen. On a previous visit we were lucky enough to be there when a seal cub 
was born on a pontoon at the Marina. No such luck this time, though we did see three 
adults and two cubs basking in the sunshine on the river bank.  
Our trip hasn't been ALL about wildlife. There has also been a lot of "tame" life too!! 
Prior to taking up residence on Fair fa', we lived in St Ives on The Great Ouse for 22 
years, so this trip is basically going home. Consequently, a lot of socialising was 
necessary. A lot of catching up with friends and past colleagues. It was so hard, but we 
hung in there like the troopers we are!! 
One interesting visit was to The Museum of Fen Pumping Engines at Prickwillow on the 
River Lark - a tributary of the Great Ouse. It was amazing the number of drainage 
engines that have been rescued and restored by a handful of hard working enthusiasts. 
It was good to be reminded that the complex water control system put in place by 
Vermuyden (a Dutchman) in the 1600s prevents The Fens from being claimed by the 
sea. Putting a very interesting slant on an otherwise flat uninteresting landscape.  
Today is August 6th. We are sitting at Denver ready to cross my very unfavourite 
stretch (a mere quarter of a mile) of tidal water to go through Salters Lode onto The 
Middle Levels which take us back onto the Nene at Peterborough. Our cruise back up 
the Nene will culminate at the IWA Rally at Northampton during August Bank Holiday 
weekend. From whence we will return to the canals. Hurrah! 
 
Sheila Campbell       n.b. Fair fa' 
 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
 

Please remember Trust membership should have 
been renewed by 1

st
 August 2015. There are forms 

available in the Cabin, and we can send one 
electronically if you contact us. You can pay in the 

Shop or contact your bank to pay by Standing Order. 
Please don’t let your membership lapse – we need 

you!  

Also, please make sure your contact details are 
up-to-date, particularly e-mail. 

 

 



 

VOLUNTEER SCHEME 

              NEWS 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MANY THANKS... 
  

…..to all of you who have participated to date and to those who no doubt will!  
 
Despite the fact that, as I write this, many of you are still away cruising, this has 
been a very encouraging start, with  volunteers already working on 
maintenance, gardening, office duties, the shop and many other tasks. The help 
offered has already taken some of the load off others and is enabling more of 
us to become involved in supporting the Trust and its charitable aims. 
 
So, take part in whatever way you can; there are volunteer tasks for us all and 
many months still to go. Just refer to the Guidance Notes that were issued with 
the Mooring Invoice and make contact with the Scheme Co-ordinator for the 
area that interests you. You will be made very welcome. 
 
The Scheme will be monitored throughout the year and any feedback will be 
greatly appreciated so that amendments can be made as we go along. It is still a 
little bit ‘work in progress’ so bear with us! 
 
Jon Jones                      n.b. Parentis 

 

 
 
 



WHAT A DIFFERENCE A DAY MAKES!!!! 
 

That day was 13th September 2015. 
 

Next time you come down to the Basin, just stand back and admire the work 
done by a group of 16 to18 year olds involved with The National Citizenship 
Scheme. 
 

For the second year, the Trust hosted 50 young people who worked for us on a 
range of tasks that had been agreed with them earlier in the year. 
 

One group, under the guidance of Nick (caretaker) painted the fencing around 
the bin store, water butt, the paint store, caretakers shed and the DofE shed. 
Thank you, Nick, for your guidance and support. 
 

A second group worked with Alan (caretaker), clearing undergrowth and nettles 
from the towpath alongside Golden Jubilee and Countess. Thank you Alan…I 

know you had your work cut out! 
 

A third group worked with Mick (youth worker) and Tony (needs no 
introduction), litter picking and scrub clearing in the car park and along the 
towpath adjacent to Hawne Basin. Thank you, guys, for your input. 
 

The National Citizenship Scheme was set up by David Cameron and is funded 
by central government. The idea is to encourage school leavers to engage with 
their local communities to develop skills that they can take forward to work and 
for life. Unlike the Duke of Edinburgh Scheme, which can span a number of 
years, this programme is concentrated into a few weeks. The young people 
learn to work together, take responsibility and develop decision-making and 
planning skills with the aim that they can execute a project for their community. 
 

Similar groups to ours were working across the West Midlands on the 13th…one 
group being at The Black Country Boating Festival. 
 

I know we will be asked to host the scheme again next year - I hope we can say 
‘yes’, because it has definitely been a WIN / WIN situation. 
 
Thanks to all who contributed to the day. 
 
 
Gill Reynolds                  n.b. Alchemy 

 
 
 
 

 



Welcoming New Members 

 
Michael Betts; Joan Blackley; Robert Bridges; David Brown; 

Elizabeth Crozier; Susan Cull; Ruth and Quentin Jaume and Ann 
Jenner. 

 
We look forward to seeing you all around the Basin and at events. 

 
                     * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Social Club events for your Diary 
 

19.10.15 IWA Meeting. All welcome 

24.10.15 Kitchen re-opens for Saturday and Sunday lunches. (We 
also hope to open the bar if there are volunteers to man it) 

05.12.15 Christmas Party – the usual huge delicious buffet and an 
evening of fun and frolics 

12.12.15 Christmas Lunches – book with Chris and Pam 

14.12.15 IWA Christmas Buffet and slide show 

23.01.16 FRIGHT NIGHT! Come as your favourite nightmare! 

13.02.16 Love Pancakes Night – dress like one, eat some, play with 
some! 

05.03.16 Rope-working skills and thrills – come and learn a few 
tricks with Ivor Chambers 

19.03.16 St Patrick’s Race Night – the return of an old favourite with 
free champers and a chance to wear your posh frock. Ascot  
Hat competition. 

16.04.16 End of Season BBQ – cook your own and we’ll provide 
buns, sauces and salads before we all go off cruising again 

28.05.16 BCNS Challenge ending here. Real Ale, buffet and new 
people to meet and greet. Let’s ensure a real Hawne Basin 
welcome! 

  

 WATCH THIS SPACE FOR UPDATES! 
 

…..and watch the Cabin window 
for notices of other events we slip in from time to 

time…….. 
 
 

 



Letters Page 
Dear Interchange, 
 
As the new owners of The Answer, we would like to thank everyone in Hawne Basin for 
making us feel so welcome and for all their help and advice, which is much appreciated 
and always welcome!  
We’d also like to ask you to keep an eye out for our missing cat, Olly, who is a neutered 
male grey tabby, (no tail) medium adult with no collar, who went missing from the 
Basin on 2nd September. He is microchipped. You can reach us on 07835211399 if you 
spot him 
 

 
 
Ruth and Quentin Jaume               n.b. The Answer 
 
Dear Interchange 
 
In August we got Constable well and truly jammed in Deep Lock on the Chesterfield 
canal. The day before we were stuck in the bottom lock of the Shireoakes  flight, and 
two men from CRT eventually got us out. The next morning we had four of them help 
us backwards for two miles, only to get stuck again in the deep lock. Fantastic help 
from the four involved (Dan/Leigh/Andrew /Geoff). 
 
We have a video which will be shown in the Cabin at the IWA meeting on Dec 14th for 
those who would like a good laugh!! 
 
Dave Pearson                      n.b. Constable 

 
 
 
 

 



So… what is this D of E malarkey all about?! 
 

We are the only trust to deliver activities for the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award scheme 
boating on the canal. We have ‘employed’ Atlas and Malus, and the two ladies are now 
firmly ‘back at work’ with a new cargo… young people!  
 
These residential trips enable youth engagement: in boating, to the canals and to the 
history and heritage of the canal system – Young People are the future of our canal 
system and… the next generation of boaters! So… how do we do it? 

 
The Award. Founded by HRH The Duke of Edinburgh in 1956, the DofE Award is a 
national charity that operates throughout the UK. Currently over 300,000 young 
people are doing their DofE in the UK, and over 100,000 achieve a Bronze, Silver or 
Gold Award each year. 
 
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (DofE) is a voluntary, non-competitive program of 
activities for anyone aged 14 to 24. Doing their DofE gives young people the 
opportunity to experience new activities or develop existing skills. There are three 
progressive levels of program which when successfully completed lead to a Bronze, 
Silver or Gold Award. Young People create their own DofE programme by choosing a 
volunteering, physical and skills activity, going on an expedition and for their Gold 
only, taking part in a residential activity… and that is where we (and Atlas and Malus) 
come in! 
 
Approved Activity Providers (AAP)  The DofE approves some organisations to 
deliver residential activities. These organisations are issued a licence after they have 
proven that they meet the conditions and quality standards set out by the DofE. 
Coombeswood Canal Trust is one of only two organisations offering Canal Boating 
activities in the Country and the first trust to do so. 
 
The Gold Residential. Participants undertake a shared activity with people they don’t 
know in a residential setting away from home for five consecutive days and four 
nights, in an unfamiliar environment. Evenings are often as much a part of the 
experience as the daytime activities. The powerful positive impact on a young person 
of a well-structured residential experience is widely acknowledged.  

 Residential experiences take young people outside their normal environment and 
enable them to separate themselves from their daily routine. 

 It is a chance to step outside their comfort zone, gain new skills for life, enjoy new 
experiences and have fun. 

 By finding opportunities that interest them away from their usual group of friends, 
they will develop initiative and planning skills. 



 By taking part in a residential, young people will broaden their horizons and 
develop maturity and independence. 

 Interaction with people from different walks of life, ages and backgrounds 
promotes respect and understanding. 

 Completion of shared objectives will develop social and team-working skills and 
better prepare them for adulthood. 

 
The benefits Through completing the Residential Section, young people will: 

 Meet new and different people. 

 Develop the confidence to thrive in an unfamiliar environment. 

 Build new relationships and show concern for others 

 Work as part of a team towards shared goals 

 Accept responsibility for themselves and others 

 Develop communication skills and effective coping mechanisms. 

 Develop respect and understanding for others. 

 Show initiative. 

 Develop the skills and attitudes to live and work with others 
 
Participants are assessed during the residential and receive a personal report on their 
performance from the Residential Assessor (Mick Cowles). They are assessed on: 

 Personal standards 

 Relationships with others 

 Responsibility 

 Initiative 

 Development of skills 

 Knowledge and general progress 
 

Participants upload the report to the DofE and after having completed all the sections, 
their expedition and finally the Residential, they await their invite to Buckingham 
Palace to be presented with their Gold Award by the Duke of Edinburgh! 
 

 
Malus at the Black Country Living Museum! 



So… that is all the technical stuff! Now, what do we do? - This is the information that 
our potential crew members get: 
 

What? Complete your Gold Residential crewing a pair of Heritage Working Boats. You 
will learn about boat handling, lock working, waterways safety and conservation and 
have a great taster of waterways life and a lot of fun on the way! Come and join the 
crew… this is a fantastic opportunity to meet new people, learn new skills while 
working as part of a team in a relaxed and informal environment overseen by our 
experienced skippers 
 

Where? We will be navigating part of the Birmingham Canal Navigations, from 
Halesowen to Birmingham. We will visit some great places along the way including; 
The Black Country Living Museum, Dudley’s Limestone Caves and underground canal 
network, the new Library of Birmingham and the Birmingham Museum to see the 
Staffordshire Hoard. 
 

On this trip you will be part of the crew assisting the skipper in moving the boats from 
their mooring at the Hawne Basin to Birmingham, returning to the Hawne Basin 
 

Our journey will be staged, stopping at several moorings including; the Black Country 
Museum (a living history museum, where you can find out more about life over 200 
years ago!) We will also take a boat trip into the Black Country Limestone Mines and 
Cavern before carrying onwards to Birmingham 
 

Itinerary: 
 

Day Activity Remarks 

Day 1 

 Meet the crew and introductions. 

 Familiarization and training on boating skills 

including; Safety, Steering, tunnels and lock 

working 

 Kit out heritage boats and prepare for journey 

 Overnight at Hawne Basin on board Atlas & Malus 

Boating 

skills 

training on 

single 

working 

boat – (the 

motor Atlas) 

Day 2 

 Prepare boats for departure and journey 

 Journey to Black Country Living Museum 

 After mooring at Black Country Living Museum 

crew can explore the museum 

 Overnight at Black Country Museum 

Tea stop at 

‘Bumble 

Hole’ 

Black 

Country 

Living 

Museum 

Day 3 

 Boat trip into Limestone Mines and Cavern 

 Journey from Black Country Living Museum to 

Pump House at Titford  

 Overnight at Titford Pump House 

Limestone 

Mines and 

Cavern 

Flight of six 

locks - up 



Day 4 

 Depart Titford Pump House for Birmingham 

 Mooring in Birmingham 

 Visit Library of Birmingham and Birmingham 

Museum to see Staffordshire Hoard 

Flight of six 

locks - down 

Mooring in 

Birmingham 

Day 5 

 Depart Birmingham and return to Hawne Basin 

 De kit Atlas and Malus and De-briefing 

 Crew dispersal Approx. 1600 Hrs 

Return to 

Basin and 

Dispersal 

N.B. Evening times will be your own time to relax; however, we will have a couple of 
planned evening activities for you to do if you wish. 
 
Feedback from the parents: 
“The trip looks amazing! My Great Grand Parents worked for Fellows, Morton and 
Clayton and transported goods up and down the Grand Union many years ago so it's of 
great interest to us. My nan met my Grandad on the canals as he worked for her dad” 
‘Mother – Emily W’ 
 
“He had a really great time and enjoyed meeting and spending time with you and the 
other participants.  I very much appreciate the opportunity you and the residential 
provided - thank you” ‘Mother of Edward P’ 
 
Impressions and feedback from our participants! 
 

 
Look… the New Library of Birmingham! 
 
“I really enjoyed the canal trip, thanks very much for the experience. 
Thanks especially for the chance to crash a very large boat (and teaching us to make 
egg-banjos)” 
‘Chris H’ 



 
The motor and butty should take the same route! 
 

“Thanks again for the great experience on the residential” 
‘George R’ 
 
“Thanks for a great trip! I had a lot of fun, and I learnt a lot too. It was a great 
experience living on and working Atlas and Malus, which I will never forget” 
‘Asha E’ 
 

 
This crew could skip! 
“I'd just like to say a massive thank you to you, Emma and the skippers for the 
residential, I really enjoyed it!” 
‘Grace K’ 
 



“Thank you for all your help. I really enjoyed the residential” 
‘Jessica F’ 
 

 
The old and the new! 
“Thanks for a wonderful trip” 
‘Lynsey O’ 
 
“Can I also take this opportunity to say how much fun I had last week thanks for 
everything” 
‘Vicky S’ 
 

 
A wet day… Windmill End! 

 

 

Mick Cowles                                                         Youth Project Officer 
 

 

 



COOMBESWOOD CANAL TRUST 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 
 

Membership is renewable annually on 1
st
 August 

 

TITLE: _________________ FULL NAME: ______________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________ POSTCODE: ___________________ 

 

TELEPHONE No: ______________________________EMAIL: _______________________________________ 

 

BOAT NAME: ________________________________________________ 

 

JOINT MEMBER 

 

TITLE: _________________ FULL NAME: ______________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________ POSTCODE: ___________________ 

 

TELEPHONE No: ____________________________ EMAIL: __________________________________________ 

 

Membership Fees 

Associate Membership £25.00 -Associations, Organisations and Companies 

 

Individual Membership (18+) £8.00 ) – Individuals and Families 

Joint Membership  £14.00 )  

 

OVER 60 Membership £6.00  

Joint OVER 60 Membership £10.00             Full-Time Student  £6.00 

 

Full copies of the Rules of the Trust are available on the website or from the Trust Office. The information on this form  

will be recorded on a computerised database. In accordance with the Data Protection Act (1984) members may examine 

their entry at any reasonable time by prior arrangement. 

 

Membership Paid:  £ ____________________ 

 

I wish to make a donation: £ ____________________ 

 

Total Enclosed:  £ ____________________ Please make cheques payable to  

‘Coombeswood Canal Trust’ 

 

Signed: ___________________________________________________________Date: __________________________ 

 

Skills I/we can offer the Trust: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Trade/Profession the Trust can ask for quotes: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please return this form and your payment either to the Trust Office or by post to: 

Caroline Whorton, 21 Hyperion Road, Stourton, Stourbridge DY7 6SD 

UK Taxpayers may like to increase the worth of their contributions by signing a GIFT AID 

DECLARATION .Please contact us by either the email address or telephone number above and we will be 

happy to send you a form. If you wish to set up a yearly Standing Order with your own Bank to pay your 
membership, our Bank Details are: The Co-operative Bank, PO Box 250, Delf House, WN8 6WT,  

Acct No. 65566440, Sort Code 08-92-99 


